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Tending to the Fire 
One of my favorite things to do while camping is watching 
the burning fire. The sight of the flames dancing around, 
the smell and sound of the wood burning, and the 
comforting warmth all work together to help me slip into a 
mysteriously hypnotic state. Fires need tending, a constant 
supply of fuel to keep burning; without it, the fire slowly 
burns out leaving small burning embers or nothing more 
than a pile of ash in its place. 
 
From the moment when Nehemiah first inspected the 
damage to the walls surrounding Jerusalem, to the time he 
returned to his position as cup bearer for the king (a span 
of 12 years) he had been tending “fires” of a different kind. 
Not only did Nehemiah light the fire of inspiration and 
drive of the people to commit to rebuilding the wall 
around Jerusalem, but he also re-kindled the fire and 
passion in the hearts of the people to fall back into a life 
that honored and glorified their Heavenly Father.   
 
Chapter 10 of Nehemiah outlines the elements of a 
binding agreement or covenant the nation and its leaders 
made and committed to follow together. At that time the 
priests and Levites were responsible for the continued 
spiritual leadership of the city. In many ways they were 
responsible to tend the “spiritual fire” that brought the 
people back into a right relationship with God. As we 
continue to read on, Nehemiah outlines for us in chapter 
13 several things that, after he left, began to stifle the 
desire (the fire) of the people to stay on track with a life 
devoted to following the laws and commands given to 
them.  

 
If we fast-forward a few thousand years to today, we can 
see some similarities to our own walk of faith in the Lord.  
 
Many of you can remember the time in your life when you 
first accepted the good news of the gospel and made Jesus 
a part of your life. There was an excitement, a fire that 
burned inside of you as a new believer; you devoted your 
life to following and serving the Lord, loving him, and 
loving others. God’s word (the bible) became your guide 
for life, you immersed yourself in it and you surrounded 
yourself with others who lived with that same fire in their 
soul.  
 
I have seen in others and experienced for myself this 
incredible feeling as the fire burned bright in life. I will be 
the first to admit that there are times when the fire does 
not burn as bright as it should. There have been times 
when the fuel for the fire seems in short supply, and we 
only see a few burning embers.  
 
Nehemiah saw a fire in need of tending among the people 
of Jerusalem and once again did his part to help re-kindle 
the flames of life with God among them. Like Nehemiah 
we must pray and seek God’s mercy and grace in our lives; 
confess to him our weaknesses and He will begin a work in 
us to restore that burning fire in life. Keep the fire fueled 
through the reading of his word. When you do, you will 
hear his voice, his direction for your life. Surround yourself 
again with those who share in the warmth and comfort of 
knowing Christ as their Lord and Savior. Consider these 
words of an old hymn that continue to inspire new life in 
Christ, “It only takes a spark to get a fire going”.  


