Picture-in-Picture
The picture-in-picture feature on our televisions, computers
and smartphones allow us to view more than one “channel”
or “window” at a time. Typically, you have your main program
running on the big screen and off in one of the corners you
have another screen streaming something else. At times, the
little window in the corner distracts us from what is
happening in the big picture, and we miss what is happening.
This past week while I was reading Paul’s letter to Titus, I was
distracted by some thoughts that pulled me away from the
bigger picture of what Paul was trying to communicate. The
first two verses of chapter 3, particularly the opening words
captured my attention and preoccupied my mind for some
time. Here are the words,
“Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to
be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander
no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be
gentle toward everyone.” (Titus 3:1-2)
Still fresh in the minds of many are the orders given to us by
our governing authorities in response to the recent
pandemic. Personally, I did my best to live within the confines
of the instructions given. While there were many different
opinions and choices made during that time, I felt convicted
to live and act in a way that was honoring to the words of
scripture and to those in authority.
For a little while I was stuck in a spiral of questions and
thoughts trying to understand how we as Christians should
live, how “to be subject to” our modern-day rulers and
authorities.

My distractions and focus in one area of life temporarily
blinded me from seeing the bigger picture of why I choose to
live for Jesus, Paul had much more to say to me through
these words.
These two verses (3:1-2) speak volumes into the life that we
are live as Christians and ultimately why. Not only is
obedience required along with a readiness to do good, but we
are also to treat others in a way that builds them up not tear
them down, to be peacemakers, to put others before
ourselves and to have a gentle spirit toward those around us.
Why the reminder? What then is the bigger picture?
The lives we live (as believers) are to reflect who Jesus is so
that others will see him through us. Our lives are to point
people toward Jesus. We need the reminder because we do
get distracted, and when that reflection becomes more about
us or the world than it does about Jesus the focus in no
longer on the big picture, which is the love of Jesus. The
message of the Gospel is Christ’s love for us, communicated
through our lives as we live according to God’s word.
We were never promised that living for Jesus was going to be
easy. Distractions, no matter what they are or how they come
into our lives have the power to draw our attention away
from living up to the words Paul speaks to Titus and you and
me.
What is distracting you from experiencing the incredible love
of Jesus today? When we live a life for Him, we become a part
of the big picture, sharing, and showing the love that he has
for all his people. Don’t be a distraction for others, be the
picture of Jesus in how you live your life.
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