Rooted in...
Anyone living on the West Coast of BC who has attempted to
dig a hole in the ground for a fence post or drainage line
knows the irritations of digging around roots. These intricate
networks of tenacious tentacles work their way into the
pathway of most ground projects. As frustrating as they may
be to us, they are the life-giving support that sustain the life
and growth of the tree above.

Recently in my studies | was given a question to reflect on
and answer, “What is the root of the gospel?” Our mandate
as Christ followers is to share the “good news” of the gospel
with others; to invite them into the truths and the promises
that come when we put our hope and trust in Jesus as our
Lord and Saviour. The core that gives power to this good
news is the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. But
what is at the root of the core, the root of the gospel?

Before we can answer that question, we need to know what
the gospel is. The word gospel translated from “euangelion”
means good news, it is the news or message of God’s
salvation for his people. Salvation is the rescue from sin and
death. Full of grace and mercy it is the reconciliation and
restoration of a once beautiful and trusting relationship
between God and his people.

We all live in a world that has been affected by the power of
sin. Sin is the “bad news” that tries to overshadow the
message of the good news or gospel. For the good news to
outshine the bad, its roots must be grounded deep into a life-
giving source. So, what might this be?

The root of the gospel, this good news is LOVE.

John 3:16 is probably one of the most well-known Bible
verses that describes this incredible love that the gospel is
rooted in. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only son, the whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.”

This verse captures the message of the gospel in a few short
yet powerful words and presents love as the catalyst that ties
the events of Jesus’ death (the core) to God’s incredible love
(the roots) for the world He created.

God’s love for us is incomprehensible on a human level. The
world has defined love in so many ways that many have
dismissed the power and truth of God'’s love for them. God'’s
love for us needs to be the love we reflect to others so that
they will see and know him. As stated previously our mandate
as Christ followers is to share the gospel. As the gospel is
rooted in God’s love, then we are to love others just as he
loves us. Easy to say or write, hard to do sometimes.

When the root (God'’s love) of the gospel takes hold in our
lives, when we accept that what Jesus did for us through the
cross, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with God is
made right. Our lives should reflect that change. How do we
share the good news with love? 1 John 3:18 says “let us love
not with words or speech but with actions and in truth”.

We have all heard the term “actions speak louder than
words” before. God proved his love to us through the action
taken on the cross through Jesus. Knowing that the gospel is
rooted in love what action(s) can you think of that will see
those roots grow into the lives of others?
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